
 

 

Using UCAS Clearing 
 
If things don’t go to plan on Results Day and you find yourself with no university offers, you may wish to 

consider Clearing. Clearing is a UCAS service you can use to find courses at universities which still have 

vacancies. You will automatically be entered into Clearing if your Track says that you’re holding no offers. 

 

Where and when to find information on clearing places?  - Use the search tool on www.ucas.com 

to search for Clearing vacancies.  You can view all vacancies currently available and it’s not a bad idea to 

get ahead of the game and see what’s out there. Once your Track says you’ve entered Clearing, you can 

contact universities to see if they can make you an offer.  UCAS has lots of useful information on their 

website: https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/no-offers-use-clearing.   

 

Here are our top Clearing tips: 

 

 BE PREPARED TO ACT QUICKLY ON RESULTS DAY:  The number of places available in Clearing is 
very limited and they disappear very quickly so be ready to call universities as soon as possible on 

Results Day if you find yourself with no offers. Look at vacancies beforehand on the UCAS website.  

 

 THINK CAREFULLY ABOUT THE COURSE AND UNIVERSITY: Given the limited number of places 

it is likely you’ll have to compromise on the university, the location of the university, the course etc. 

so think in advance about what compromises you are willing to make. Talk the courses/universities 

over with someone who knows you well and see what they think. Call LEAPS asap for advice. 

 

 CALL THE UNIVERSITIES DIRECTLY: Once you have decided on Clearing courses you are interested 
in call the university or universities asap on Results Day.  It’s useful to be prepared before you call 

them and have in front of you a) your UCAS Clearing number, b) pen/paper, c) your exam results 

form S4-S6 and d) a copy of your Personal Statement. Be prepared to talk about why you want to 

apply to that course and think of a few questions you might want to ask e.g. is accommodation 

available, are there bursaries available, what is the structure of the course and how is it 

taught/assessed? Universities will be able to tell you if they can make you a verbal offer on the phone.   

 

 REMEMBER AND TELL UNIVERSITIES YOU HAVE COMPLETED LEAPS SUMMER SCHOOL: We 

are also happy to send your Summer School report to any universities you are applying to via Clearing. 
Please just let the LEAPS team know who we need to send it to and their email address. 

 

 TRY AND VISIT THE UNIVERSITY BEFORE ADDING A CHOICE IN TRACK:  This should give you 

a more realistic idea of whether the university and course is for you. Try and set up a meeting with 

academic staff and request a campus tour in advance of your visit.   

 

 ADDING A CLEARING CHOICE IN TRACK: You can do this once you have received a verbal offer 
and you are certain you want to go ahead and accept this place via Clearing.  Follow the instructions 

on Track to enter in your Clearing choice. If you are not sure speak to the LEAPS team. 

 

 PLACE ON HNC/HND COURSE AT COLLEGE? If you already have a place on an HNC/D at college 

that may be a better option for you. Consider your options carefully and speak to LEAPS.  

 

REMEMBER – WE STILL NEED TO HEAR FROM YOU ON RESULTS DAY EVEN IF 

YOU’RE HOLDING NO OFFERS. PLEASE CALL US ASAP ON RESULTS DAY! 

http://www.ucas.com/
https://www.ucas.com/ucas/undergraduate/apply-and-track/results/no-offers-use-clearing

