
 

 

Living at home while at university  

 

Hi guys! My name is Morgan and I have just graduated with a history degree from the 

University of Edinburgh. I live close to main campus so decided to stay at my family home to 

save money rather than moving out, and we’d also just got a new dog so I couldn’t bear to 

leave her so soon!  

 

My experience of being a student is one best explained in two halves. During my first two years 

as an undergraduate, I allowed staying at home to hold me back from connecting with other 

students. I was too afraid to reach out to others because it seemed that the students staying in 

halls had already solidified their friendship groups, so why would they want me to join their 

group when I live outside of the ‘university bubble’? My fear of rejection meant my early 

university experience was a very lonely one as I would just commute to class and then go 

straight back home, missing out on all the lunch dates, pub trips and nights out that I could see 

other students enjoying.  

 

However, entering third year I realised how quickly my time at university was passing and that I 

didn’t want to leave without having experienced these things, so I disregarded my worries over 

not being accepted into a friendship group and decided it was time to join a society. I’ve always 

loved YouTube and beauty, so decided the Makeup and SFX Society would be the best place to 

make like-minded friends. I attended their Halloween tutorial and as soon as I walked into the 

room I thought, “why didn’t you do this sooner?!” The atmosphere was so warm and friendly, 

and I had instantly made bonds with others over our shared love of makeup. From here, I began 

going to the society’s weekly socials where our friendships became even stronger as we got to 

know each other better by having a boogie, a gossip and a pizza on the way home. I became so 

confident within this group that I even joined the committee and helped run the society during 

my final year!  

 

 



 

 

 

By joining this society, I have made life-long friendships with people who back in first year I 

would never have had the confidence to speak to, and I just wish I had joined sooner! Yes, 

being a stay-at-home student can feel lonely through its detachment from the ‘typical uni 

experiences’ of staying in halls, but my advice would be to conquer your fears as early as 

possible and join a society that you’re passionate about. Connecting with people you have 

common hobbies and interests with will create such strong friendships that university will 

become a totally different experience to the isolated one which is associated with staying at 

home. Don’t leave it until third year like I did; challenge the preconceptions of being a stay-at-

home student by spreading your wings in first year and joining as many societies as you can. 

Good luck and have fun! 
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