
 

 

Living in Student Accommodation  

 

Living away from home is a huge part of the university experience. For many of us it’s our first 

taste of independent living – but be warned this often comes with towering dirty dishes and 

laundry!  

 

Move-in day for me was really emotional, in one way I was totally ready to make the move, in 

another I was the most nervous and scared I have ever been. This is normal! Which brings me 

to my first point; never feel embarrassed about being homesick, the chances are that everyone 

else around you is feeling the same. Facetime and Skype are fantastic inventions, I can safely 

say I spent at least a third of my time in first year on Facetime to my mum.  

 

There is also a lot of support in your accommodation, all student flats have a Resident Assistant 

(RA) who are also students that are there to support you, if you’re missing home, you’re not 

gelling well with your flatmates or are feeling lonely, they are there to help. Getting to know 

your flatmates is crucial, I would recommend keeping your door propped open for the first few 

days or making an effort to hang out in your shared space; kitchen, living room, common room 

etc. Be ready to make some initially awkward small talk about your former high schools and 

your degrees and very quickly you’ll get to know everyone.  

 

I would also recommend coming to an agreement with your flatmates about the cleaning of 

your shared space, otherwise you’ll find that the place loses that fresh scent and sparkle that it 

had when you moved in. Setting up a rota for people to take out recycling and bins and wipe 

down counter tops is a good idea. Overly ripe bins and sticky patches on your dining table are 

not good, trust me. Failing a rota, just make sure everyone in the flat cleans up after 

themselves, easier said than done but just respect the people and the space you are living in.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Flat size and catering in student accommodation vary. I was in a self-catered building, which 

means I was able to prepare and cook my own meals. I lived in a flat of 9 so our communal area 

was one of the biggest in our block. Meaning it became prime location for movie nights and 

get-togethers. The student accommodation experience is what you make of it. Get involved in 

socials organised by your RA, make friends, learn how to make a great baked potato or 

scrambled eggs (my personal staples), organise flat parties and movie nights. However, the 

most important thing is that you only do things that you are comfortable with, never feel 

pressured into doing something you don’t want to do. This is your student experience, no one 

else’s! Prioritise your mental and physical health and just be yourself.  
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