
 

 

Finding the perfect study space 

 

I remember the feeling of going to university, getting to move abroad to attend a world-

renowned university in one of the most stunning cities in Europe. “But will I ever get time to 

explore it, with the workload from my studies?” I wondered sometimes. If you worry too, then 

fear not, for I have gathered a few tips and tricks on exploring campus as well as a new city, 

while looking for the perfect study space!  

 

“A coffee and a muffin, please!”  

Finding the motivation to study can be difficult, so I often try and kickstart it with the proper 

fuel. That’s at least what I tell myself, when I spend half my monthly budget in cafés around the 

city. Coffee houses and cafés can be excellent study spaces, regardless of your coffee order. The 

atmosphere, smells and sounds of local cafés can be just what you need to grind out a big 

assignment. Plus, the slightly disapproving looks from a barista as they catch you scrolling 

through Facebook is an excellent motivation to stop procrastinating.  

 

Explore the university campus.  

Regardless of what university you’ve been admitted too, I can say with 99.99% certainty that 

each building will have some sort of designated study space. Some of these study spaces might 

be brand new, whereas other spaces might’ve been last renovated prior to the first world war, 

each will have their charm (or lack thereof). Whether you are an office-chair-and-desk kind of 

gal, or a couch-and-terrible-posture kind of guy, your university is guaranteed to have the space 

to have a corner that accommodates all your study needs. Don’t be shy to try out buildings 

outside of your own department! The campus is your oyster, if you know where to look.  

 

The Library  

I feel like this deserved a category of its own. The library is a highly debated topic: some people 

swear by it, others vow never to set their foot there. Personally, I find the library a bit too  

 



 

 

 

intense and I swear you can feel stress in the air. However, I have used the library as a last 

resort – after all the cafés are closed and the rest of campus is shut, I seek the library, (which in 

my case is open 24/7), to work well into the night until I am satisfied. I recommend that 

everyone has a library all-nighter at least once in their student life. It builds character.  

 

Make your own study space!  

Sometimes the hero fares out to distant lands, just to find that the prize was waiting for them 

at home all along. Maybe you’ll try all the cafés and campus buildings, and none of them work 

for you – that’s fine. Stock up on all the essentials in IKEA and craft your own perfect study 

space at home. It doesn’t matter where you choose to study, as long as you are happy with it.    
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